OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD €, MANN
AvronuEY GENERAL

Honoradble Tonm L, Tesuchans

Seoretary of Stete e
Austin, Texas T\
Attention: ir, Claude A, #llllawns <{/\\‘“j31 \\
Dear 2ir: T
Comnptrolle iassue

fagts 1a taken from
ssnt under dats of Qot-

contantlca at Azarille,
- & requested by the
t of the Texa Real xstatc Associetion

P
\ in the Real Estate Licensing Divi-
fios, to bs present with applica-
oples of ths new Real Xstate Liocens~
7 apd to be able Lo answer sny sné all .
qu tions which the resl eatats deslors of Texss
should decire to ask.”

The letter states that Mr., Williems, in compli-
anee with this request, together with ¥r. Frewitt, en
investigator of the Real Kztate Licensing Diviulun of
your departxent, attended the convention, and that payment
of ¥r, Vill!sm'a agccount for traveling expeonpes has baen
refused by the Comptrasllier,
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Hon. Tcm L. Beauchsmp, Page 2,

The opinion of this departzent is requested
upon the guestion whether the Comptroller has taken the
oorrect position in respect to the payment of such travel-
ing expenses,

Your attention is directed to the fact that,
though your department is charged with the administration
and enfor¢emsnt of the Real Estate Licensing Aot (House
Bill No, 17, Regular Session, 46th Legislaturs), thers is
ncthing in the Act authorizing or rsquiring your departe
ment to travel about over the State at the request of
interested parties ror the purpose of sxplaining the Act
to them and to carry to suoh interested parties applioca-
tion blanks, Nor ocan such duty or authorit{'bu Teasonadbly
inplied from the faot that your departaent charged with
adninietering and enfoareing the law, The administration
and enforcement of this Aot does not involve in any respsot
ths asmumption of the role of legal advimor to those affect-
od by and charged with knowledge of the existence, terxs
and requirements of the law, ¥or is it contemplated that
your department shell inour traveling expenses for the pure
pose of earrying applications for licenses to interested
persons in the various communities of the State, and lend-
ing your services to gush applieants in the riliina out
of such applications,

The gesnersl rider to Senate Bill No. 487, Reguler

Session, 46tk Legislature, provides in part as follows:

"Xo monies herein appropriated shall ever
be epant to pay tha traveling expenses of any
State szployse %0 any type of convention within
the Etate or without the State.,”

*{j) Fzocept as otherwise spscifically
exempted, the provisions of thie Act shell °
apply also to department heads and members of
oonmissions,.”

Your statement of faots shows that the expendl-

~ tures for traveling expenses fall sguarely within the

termes of thig prohivition., You are, therefore, sdvised
that the Comptroller is correot in raefuaing to issus a
warrant therefor,



Ron, Tom L. Beaughamp, Page 3,

We trust that the foregoing satisfaotorily
answers your inquiry,
Yours very truly
ATTORREY GENZERAL OF T=XAS

by LA LL S

R. %. Fairchild
Agel stant

a,otf-., ATTORNEY GENERAL




